
 
 

1 
 

FUNCTIONAL EDUCATION IN NIGERIA:  IMPLICATIONS FOR YOUTH 
EMPOWERMENT AND NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

 
 

Amos A. Omojowo and Benedict D. Ewemie 
 
 
Abstract 

This paper focused on implications of functional education fur youth 
empowerment and national development in Nigeria. This paper 
opines that functional education is the only panacea to the prevailing 
situation m Nigeria By functional education, the paper means such 
that will equip youths of Nigeria to compete favorably with their 
peers from within the country and beyond, for job placements at high 
levels. It argues that violence in most parts of Nigeria arises as a 
result of unemployment, government insensitivity to the people’s 
problems and environmental degradation which are direct results of 
the oil spillage, gas flaring, the killings and kidnappings in the north 
by the Boko-Haram which portray a dangerous situation in Nigeria. 
The study made use of descriptive research design far the 
investigation. The paper concludes that unless the present 
administration addresses the need, of the restive youth through job 
creation, provision of she needed social amenities. The enactment of 
environmentally friendly laws for the preservation of the ecology of 
the Niger-Delta region and to find a lasting solution to resolving the 
problem of the Boko-Haram, the quest for national development will 
be a mirage 
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Anyone who has witnessed the precipitous decline of education in the past 30 years would 
agree that Nigeria has lost one of its most precious jewels in the field of human Endeavour. At the 
dawn of independence in 1960, education was one of the cherished legacies that put the country on 
the list of the most admired especially in Africa. Even when the British did not prepare Nigeria for the 
technology age, the quality of literary education bequeathed to the country was second to none. In the 
bid to protect their political and economic interests, the colonial masters placed more emphasis on the 
development of basic education like Writing, Arithmetic and Reading which became de’riguer in 
order to meet the demanding standards of local bureaucracies. The state of Nigeria's education system 
was so admired that many newly independent African countries requested for her manpower to run 
their various civil services. Admissions into Nigeria's citadels of learning were the most sought after 
by foreign students especially from the commonwealth countries. Even when the number of these 
institutions was few, they still paraded the best crop of students and dons that could stand their own 
anywhere (Samuel, 2012), 
 

Nigeria was able to have a vibrant and functional education system because policy makers 
and operators at the time knew the place it occupied in the overall development of society. The zeal to 
acquire modern education was everywhere and it manifested in the dizzying pace of economic 
developments before the military coup of 1966. Despite the setback, education still maintained a pride 
of place even through the 1970s and 80s. But this happy state of things changed when various slate 
governments scrambled to build their own institutions in order to meet the ever increasing population 
of applicants for higher education. With this, came all manner of institutions ranging from primary to 
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the tertiary. Granted that the scramble was germane, it can be viewed in the context that the 
development and survival of any society is a function of the quality of its human capacity. 
 

Furthermore, the researcher posits that the major causes of the present unfortunate situation in 
Nigeria stems from lack of functional education for the country outline. This paper conceives 
functional education as that which would equip Niger youths with relevant skills and knowledge to 
compete on equal pedestal with peers from other parts of the country and beyond for jobs in her 
industries. This is obviously lacking, hence the present expression in hostilities, 
 
Functional Education 

Obanya (2003) in Nath (2011) saw functional education as “education that comes from the 
child's needs, and that uses the child's “interests as a mechanism for activating him towards his 
desirable activities". The purpose of functional education is to develop the life of the mind that acts 
from the wholeness of organic life, with relation to practical life in the present and in the future. This 
authority further contends that functional education enables the learner to gain thinking habits and 
develop 'die technical means needed in solving practical problems. According to the International 
Educational Strategist, and a foremost Nigerian educationist Obanya (2003), "the situation in which 
the child is growing, and the one he is going to live in. should determine the way education is carried 
out, including what is taught and how it is to be taught and learned". This is in concert with the fourth 
National Education goal which is “the acquisition of appropriate skills and the development of mental, 
physical and social abilities and competencies as equipment for the individual to live in and contribute 
to the development of his society" (Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1998). 
 

Functional education could have different variants, namely: as applied in literacy 
programmes, vocational education, science education, teacher training, and in educating persons with 
disabilities. Whichever variant that is applied must lead to solving day-to-day problems as they come, 
as well as improve living conditions of recipients. 
 
Youth Empowerment 

Youths play a catalyst role in nation building. They are the greatest assets that tm\ nation can 
have. Not only are they legitimately regarded as the future leaders; they are, potentially and actually, 
the greatest investment for a country's development. They serve as a good measure of the extent to 
which a country can reproduce as well as sustain itself" The extent of their vitality, responsible 
conduct, and roles in society is positively correlated with the development of their country. 
 

Obadan, (2010) submitted that our generation has empowered our youth with .schools without 
education; with rumours without facts; with facts without understanding; with theories without 
wisdom; with problems without solutions; with wounds without fulfillment; with corruption without 
righteousness; with greed without neighborliness; with hatred without love; with politics without 
development with religion without genuine fear of God, and with self-centredness without God 
centerdness. Youth empowerment in any development is imperative not only for national 
development hut because the transitional period from childhood to adulthood is quite a challenge. If 
the potential of these youth are not profitably harnessed and marshaled towards development, there is 
bound to be trouble (Ojikutu, 1998), Youth are tilled with vigour and fresh energies which need to be 
properly harnessed through empowerment. This will discourage them from engaging in social vices 
which constrain sustainable development. This study therefore seeks to examine youth empowerment 
and sustainable development in Nigeria. 
 

Furthermore, youth empowerment is a process whereby young people gain the ability and 
authority to make decisions and implement charge in their own lives. In Nigeria, youth empowerment 
occurs in homes, at schools, through youth organizations, government policy-making, reality TV 
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Shows, and community organizing campaigns. Youth empowerment ranges from economic 
empowerment to social, ideological educational, technological and political empowerment. 
 

The term ''youth empowerment'' combines two important words (“youth and empowerment") 
which must be defined differently. The United Nations, for statistical purposes, defines 'youth", as 
those persons between the ages of 15 and 24 years. While the Webster Dictionary (1998), defines 
empowerment in three ways"(l) to give official authority or legal power to; (2) enable; (3) to promote 
the self actualization or influence. The strategy prescribed by the first definition can be quite effective 
provided that the party is being empowered (that is, the "empoweree") already has the competencies 
needed to achieve the desired outcome. The strategy does not work well when it is plugged into a 
framework of youth development in which empowerment itself is being used as a strategy for 
developing competencies in youth. For youth development, the third definition is more suitable. 
Youth empowerment therefore refers to a process through which adults begin to share responsibility 
and power with young people. 
 

However, it must be noted that youth empowerment in itself has been in practice in pre-
colonial Nigeria. The trans-Atlantic slave trade and the colonization of African states eventually led to 
the impoverishment of African youths. The post independent African countries inherited the problem 
of youth unemployment and other social problem. Within the African context, youth, empowerment is 
a of encouraging young people to gain the skills and knowledge that will allow them to overcome 
obstacles in life. In the words of Omotere (2011): 

 
since crude oil is the main stay of the Nigerian economy, the concept 
of youth empowerment in the Niger Delta area could be seen more as 
a negotiated relationship between government agencies and the 
'restive youth?', born more out of fear of destabilizing the national 
economy, than by the need to develop the creative potentials of the 
Nigerian youth. 

 
In the 2010 budget, for instance, the National Assembly alleges that the utilization of the 

capita] vote for education is less than 30 per cent. The net result is that Nigerian students suffer and 
are so badly oriented that the national student body -the National Association of Nigerian Students 
(NANS) has been in tatters for years, factionalised, with its leadership determined not by votes but by 
blows and arms. The very institutional machinery that should process and qualify our youth for 
governance has become a shadow of itself, 
 

In all these, the youths are either onlookers or are used as thugs to perpetrate electoral 
violence and crimes- The researcher dare to state that the electoral frauds are neither inspirational to 
our youths nor do they portray us as a nation, in good light to the international community. Our 
cherished ethical values, morals and respect for the sanctity of life have become tales by moonlight. 
So we have very high levels of crimes perpetrated by youths. They emulate and perfect the seamless 
political violence and frauds by the political class. There has emerged from the North a group - the 
'Yan dabas' and ‘Boko Harams’ who perpetrate crimes and kill in God's name. From the West, we 
have The Alaye Boys and ethnic militias, who send people to their early graves and confront 
authorities in the name of a futuristic Oodua Republic. 
 

The East is not exempted. It has witnessed armed robbery, and other crimes, while kidnapping 
has been elevated to the level of a thriving industry. And as stated earlier, the situation was quite 
explosive in the Niger Delta area before the Amnesty programme came to remedy the situation. 
 

These regional groups are outlets that provide windows of expression for our youth. The cost 
of youth unemployment to economic and social development is extremely high. It perpetuates the 
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inter-gene rational cycle of poverty and is associated with high levels of crime, violence, substance 
abuse and the rise of political extremism. For the young women, the dangers of trafficking and 
entrapment in the commercial sex work are commonplace. Apart from these, many of our youths have 
become so frustrated, dejected and desperate that they try to get to the more prosperous 'greener 
pastures of the world by all means and at all cost, even if it entails dying under the scorching sun of 
the Sahara, drowning in the deep waters of the Mediterranean or crushed in the landing gears of an 
aircraft. Yet, our youths are not inferior to youths in other parts of the world; we meet some of them 
in the streets and offices of Europe and America and we know that our professionals excel -n those 
countries. The researcher observed that Nigerian leaders do not provide our professionals and youths 
the enabling environment to blossom and excel. Our leaders need to give them the chance and 
opportunity otherwise these bundles of energy will explode in ways that our national security and 
unity will be threatened! 
 

Our environment is in a sorry state, in some pails of the country, filth is piled up like the 
pyramids. The level of degradation is taking its toll on us all as we breath in the polluted and foul air. 
Taking care of the environment will be a worthwhile investment as it is capable of generating 
opportunities for mass jobs, thereby guaranteeing a healthier society. We must immediately start 
massive aforestation programmes from the mangroves to the Desert. We must deal with the 
differenttypes of erosion in the country. There are indeed many sustainable mass unemployment 
schemes. And providing a social security scheme or more specifically, paying unemployment benefits 
is one scheme Nigeria should be able to afford. But to simply abandon the unemployed to their fate is 
an invitation to disaster. We do so at our peril. There is an increasing level of bitterness and 
hopelessness protracted Lack of jobs and the attendant high unemployment. 
 

The researcher also suggested the need for a societal re-orientation where hard work is 
rewarded and crime punished, we cannot fight corruption in a country where u public officer found to 
have embezzled 25 billion Naira is fined N750000 in the name of a plea bargain. What example is this 
to our youths? Every now and then we are invited to series of award and chieftaincy ceremonies, 
Awardees flaunt crass material wealth and nine and dine in opulence in the midst of want and penury. 
Society is not curious about the source of such stupendous wealth. Our rebranding effort should target 
the correction of this lifestyle. 
 
Youth Restiveness in Nigeria 

Youth restiveness- in Nigeria has been a prominent issue in recent times. There has been an 
increase in the occurrence of acts of violence and lawlessness, including things like hostage-taking of 
prominent citizens and expatriate oil workers, as well as oil bunkering, arms insurgence, cultism, the 
killings and maiming of innocent citizens by the Boko Haram etc. Nevertheless, youth restiveness is 
not a rceciu phenomenon. Various forms of youth restiveness that arc economically, politically, or 
religiously motivated have existed for a long lime. Young people all over the world are a vital and 
important segment of the society in which they live (Chika Otuchikere. 2012). A disciplined, focused, 
and law-abiding youth can create a bright future for any nation. Conversely, a lawless, indulgent and 
violent youth is a great threat to a nation's peace and security. 
 

The National Youth Development Policy defines youth as people aged from 18-35. They 
constitute about 40 percent of the more than 150 million people of Nigeria. The total population of 
youth between 10 and 24 years In Nigeria was 45.4 million in 2006, which is 34 percent of the total 
population. Youth are the foundation of a society. Their energies, inventiveness, character and 
orientation define the pace of development and security of a nation. Through their creative talents and 
labor power, a nation makes giant strides in economic development and socio-political attainments. In 
their dreams and hopes, a nation finds her motivation; on their energies, she builds her vitality and 
purpose. And because of their dreams and aspirations, the future of a nation is assured. 
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Causes of Youth Restiveness in Nigeria 
A number of studies have identified factors responsible for youth restiveness, the peer 

motivated excitement of being a student, the jingoistic pursuit of patriotic ideas and perceived 
victimization arising from economic exploitation, lack of humanitarian and social welfare, lack of 
good governance, corrupt practices of government officials, inadequate training programmes, 
unemployment, inadequate recreational facilities, lack of quality education and so on, as the reasons 
for incessant youth restiveness.  
 
Bad Governance 

Good governance is required for the growth and development of any nation. Unfortunately, in 
Nigeria, bad governance is more common than good, resulting in disjointed development, successive 
administrations in Nigeria have not allocated much to the needs of the youth and worse still, the 
meager allocation are often diverted by government officials to their private accounts and projects. 
Thus, youth restiveness are agitated when they perceive mat resources meant for them are being 
wasted by those in authority. 
 
Unemployment 

Unemployment is a hydra-headed monster which exists among the youth in all developing 
countries. Experts believe that the number of jobless youth is twice as high as official estimate. The 
rising tide of unemployment and the fear of a bleak future among the youth in African countries have 
made them vulnerable to the manipulations of agents' provocateurs". These include aggrieved 
politicians, religious demagogues and greedy multinationals that employ these youths to achieve their 
selfish ambitions. 
 
Poverty 

Poverty connotes inequality and social injustice and this traumatizes the poor. More than 70 
per cent of people in Nigeria arc   living below the poverty line, and one- third survives on less than 
US S) dollar a day. an army of youth in urban centers in Nigeria who struggle to make a living by 
hawking chewing sticks, bottled water, handkerchiefs, belts, etc. The sales-pee-day and the profit 
margin on sash goods are so small that they can hardly live above the poverty line. Disillusioned, 
frustrated, and dejected, they seek an opportunity to express their anger against the state. 
 
Inadequate Educational Opportunities and Resources 

Quality education is a direct bearing on national prestige, greatness, and cohesion. The 
knowledge and skill that young people acquire help determine their decree of patriotism and 
contribution to national integration and progress. The aftereffect of this situation is that thousands of 
young people roam the streets in cities in Nigeria. Those who manage to complete secondary school 
have no opportunities for tertiary education. Having been denied the chance to realize their potential, 
they are disorientated and readily available for anti social actions. Worse still, some who struggle to 
enroll in various educational institutions drop out due to lack of basic learning facilities.  
 
Lack of Basic Infrastructure 

Most rural communities and urban slums in Nigeria have no access to potable water, health 
facilities, electricity, communication facilities, industries and commercial facilities, etc. Behind social 
unrest and youth restiveness in the country is the agitation for equitable distribution of resources.  
 
Inadequate Communication and Information Flow 

Communication creates room for sharing information. It helps people express their thoughts 
and feelings, clarify problems, and consider alternative ways of coping or adapting lo their situation, 
.Such sharing promotes social cohesion. People must have access to communication facilities, to 
communicate with the people making the decisions that affect them. Sadly, rarely, do people in 
Nigeria participate in decision-making processes on Issues that affect their lives.  
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Role of Information Managers in Curbing Youth Restiveness 
Information is a critical resource for individual and collective emancipation and advancement. 

Information is necessary for people to be liberated from the shackles of ignorance, misconceptions, 
economic stagnation, society unrest, and political instability. Social cohesion cannot be achieved 
without timely, accurate and relevant information. Information has been likened to a stimulus that can 
condition a person to a certain behavior .information is ^'structured data that causes a human mind to 
change its opinion about the current state of real world and contribute to a reduction in the uncertainty 
of the state of the system. Information is a change agent, a reinforcement of ideas and opinions. It is 
the responsibility of leaders to ensure that youth have access to information that will guide their 
actions. Clearly, most Nigerian youths who participate in protests across the country are uninformed. 
Information plays a vital role in wealth generation. Information is the critical economic resource in 
today's world. Youth must be economically empowered through access to business and economic 
information. They need information on employment opportunities in all nations and communities. 
Access to entrepreneurial information will make youth inaccessible to those who want to recruit them 
for anti-social actions. 
 

Nigerian youth as leaders of the future need access to a wide range of information which will 
help reposition them to take their rightful place in the comity of nations, so information manager? 
should do more in terms of creating the awareness that die future belongs to them and that it must not 
be destroyed by them, sensitizing them to the fact that the future and its nature depend on the 
decisions and choices they make, creating in them a sense of history especially of the noble and heroic 
contributions of the youth in the past to the development of Nigeria, in comparison with the ignoble 
role of many youth today, sensitizing them to embrace the rule of law and democratic ideals, 
liberating them psychologically and mentally from the control of self-seeking business and political 
elites. Encouraging them to raise issues relating to unresolved problems of nation building and the 
problem of neglect of the youth in the development process at every fora, mobilizing them against 
abuse of the system through sanctions, sensitizing them to seek greater employment and educational 
opportunities as a means of re-directing their energy and ideas from anti-social activities to creative 
efforts, the Nigerian youth is always vibrant. 
 

Nigerian streets are unfortunately littered literarily with youth hawkers who ordinarily would 
have found gainful employment in some enterprises and the female younger street traders are 
consistently sexually molested by depraved adults and the Nigerian Government is very weak to take 
proactive measures to prevent the frequent cases of violent sexual offenses and bring indicted suspects 
to justice. The anti-rape legislation is so weak and antiquated even as the operatives of the 
 

Nigeria Police lack integrity and the necessary capacity and skills to bring sexual offenders to 
effective prosecution and sanction in accordance with the provisions of the law (Onwubiko & 
Okonkwo, 2012), 
 
Implications of the Study 

The observations of this study indicate that the act of making decision and the act of earning 
youths along to work together for a common purpose denote a significant relationship to youth 
empowerment as a strategy for reducing crime in the society , The observation also have implications 
for community development planners, policy makers, non-governmental agencies, and other 
stakeholders participating in development planning and design, and service delivery system, 
Furthermore, it calls for collaboration between youth association and development agencies to achieve 
the goal of national development.  
 
Conclusion and Recommendations 

The study has established that the government should reach out to the youth, regardless of 
their ethnic, cultural, religious, geographical or political affiliation, providing them shelters and 
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community centres where they can spend their tree times positively. The study has equally established 
that government's empowerment programmes should be restructured, or re-designed, and should be 
centred on the "participatory approach''. This approach emphasizes the importance of involving the 
beneficiaries in all stages of the programme. It also recommends that there should be greater 
investment on the human capital which is the youths. This implies that improvement in education, 
health and nutrition, employment opportunities, shelter and social services, directly address the most 
important problem of poverty and reduces crime among the youth (Yemisi.2012). In order to 
empower, emancipate, liberate and inspire the youths, and in the process, ensure peace and 
development, we should make education, up to the senior secondary school level free, qualitative and 
compulsory. 
 

A back-to-school campaign should be carried out urgently to get all children of school age 
into the classrooms. Tertiary education should be qualitative, accessible, and affordable while the 
curricula should be reviewed to drive technological development and entrepreneurship. Basic 
infrastructure should he made available for our children 10 function optimally in an environment 
conducive for learning and research. 
 

Therefore to massively plan methods for curbing youth restiveness officials should among 
other pragmatic and practical steps:- Increase allocations and realistically/ transparently utilize these 
financial resources for youth development and youth-related programs such as capacity building 
workshops and the delivery of skills on entrepreneurial leadership for the youth of Nigeria; Ensure 
accessibility of information for skill acquisition, self employment, job opportunities, and self-reliance 
among youths through seminars, workshops, and lectures whereby youths are selected on merit to 
attend and benefit from the outcome and inputs into such empowerment programs. 
 

Importantly, Government must not relent in the crusade against all forms of corruption in 
public and private lives in Nigeria; Government must play its constitutional role by creating enabling 
socioeconomic and political environment including the provision of infrastructure to make industrial 
climate investment friendly arid the current scramble by former Government officials to acquire 
public assets through the tainted privatization agenda must be discouraged because if such impunity is 
allowed it will become a bad signal that those who go into Government offices and steal the public 
fund would be rewarded with ownership of Government funded public assets such as facilities of the 
Power Holding Company of Nigeria, which the media recently reported that two former military 
Heads of State: Ibrahim Babangida, Abdulsalami Abubakar and the former Governor of Lagos state 
are in the race of their lives to acquire. 
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